Fast Facts
Down Syndrome
-Genetic disorder caused when there is abnormal cell division of the 21st chromosome
resulting in it getting an extra full or partial chromosome
-Three types: Trisomy 21 (most common at 95%) is when a person has three copies of
chromosome 21 (instead of the normal two). Mosaic is a rare form and is when the affected
individual only has some cells in their body with an extra copy of chromosome 21.
Translocation is when a portion of an extra chromosome 21 becomes attached (translocated)
to another chromosome other than chromosome 21 (these individuals will have two copies of
chromosome 21 and the extra the material on another chromosome).
-Risk factors include being a carrier of translocated genes (can come from mother or father),
have one child with Down Syndrome and the age of the mother being over 35 (older eggs can
have a greater chance of not being able to properly divided chromosomes).
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Treatment
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